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RECOGNIZING FEBRUARY AS NA-
TIONAL MARFAN AWARENESS
MONTH

HON. STEVE ISRAEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize February as National Marfan Aware-
ness Month with the hope that increased
awareness of Marfan syndrome and related
heritable connective tissue disorders will save
lives.

Raising awareness of Marfan syndrome, a
rare genetic condition affecting 1 in 5,000
Americans, is imperative to finding and fund-
ing effective treatment. This debilitating condi-
tion affects individuals both externally and in-
ternally.

Connective tissue, as a result of the over-
production of a protein called transforming
growth factor beta (TGFB), is affected and
therefore symptoms manifest throughout the
entire body, causing disproportionately long
limbs, a protruding or indented chest bone,
curved spine, and loose joints.

Understanding the signs and features of
Marfan syndrome are important and can save
lives. This condition can affect all aspects of a
person’s internal structures, most notably their
cardiovascular system. Often times, the aorta,
the larger artery that carries blood away from
the heart, is weakened and prone to enlarge-
ment and potential rupture. Because of the ex-
cess TGFB, Marfan patients are also at risk of
aortic aneurysm.

However, early diagnosis and treatment can
help to prevent cardiac events. For this rea-
son, | believe States should consider devel-
oping programs to include Marfan syndrome
testing in their sports screening criteria for at-
risk young athletes.

| am proud to represent the Marfan Founda-
tion, the leading organization working to sup-
port the Marfan community, based in Port
Washington, New York. Since the group’s in-
ception, the Foundation has worked tirelessly
to improve the lives of those affected by this
condition through advancing research, raising
awareness, and providing support over the
past two decades. Through their efforts, pa-
tient care has improved and lives have been
saved.

| urge my colleagues to stand with me to
recognize National Marfan Awareness Month
and reflect on the progress that has been
made as well as the work that remains in
order to ensure that those suffering from rare
conditions can expect to see improvements in
their health and healthcare.

SARAH GARVEY
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Sarah Garvey
as the West Chamber’s Young Professional of
the Year.

Sarah has served as the president of the
West Chamber's Young Professionals Group
for the last two years. She has been instru-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

mental in raising funds for the Chamber’s an-
nual “Pub Crawl for a Cause” and other
young professional events. She is also a
member of the West Chamber through her
company, Shred-It.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Sarah Garvey for her honor by the West
Chamber serving Jefferson County. | have no
doubt she will exhibit the same commitment to
her community in the future.

———

LIAM FAIRBRASS APPOINTMENT
TO UNITED STATES MILITARY
ACADEMY

HON. JODY B. HICE

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. JODY B. HICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today in order to congratulate Mr. Liam
Fairbrass on his appointment to the United
States Military Academy.

Mr. Fairbrass is an incredibly accomplished
young man from Milledgeville, Georgia. Liam
is the son of Mark and Emily Fairbrass, and
will graduate from the prestigious Georgia Mili-
tary College Preparatory School. During his
time there, Liam has exhibited dedication to
leadership while serving as the High School
JRTOC Battalion Rank Commander, the high-
est ranking possible at the institution.

Among his many accolades, Liam also
showcased academic prowess by his involve-
ment with the National Honor Society, the Mu
Alpha Theta Society, and served as a student
government representative.

Mr. Speaker, Liam Fairbrass is also a young
man who is also dedicated to improving his
community through service. Liam led fund-
raising efforts for the worthy cause of Wreaths
Across America, an organization which works
with the Georgia War Veterans Memorial in
order to lay wreaths on the graves of vet-
erans.

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, | understand that Mr.
Fairbrass is no stranger to the rigorous work
ethic required to be considered as a candidate
for the United States Military Academy. With
several family members serving as mentors
and graduates of the same institution, | am
confident that Liam will accomplish his ulti-
mate goal of serving his nation as a United
States soldier.

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to congratu-
late Mr. Liam Fairbrass.

———

IN HONOR OF LIEUTENANT
RANDALL E. PARKER, JR.

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, it is
with a heavy heart and solemn remembrance
that | rise today to pay tribute to a respected
public servant, outstanding citizen, and hero to
his community, Lt. Randall E. Parker, Jr.
Sadly, Lt. Parker passed away in the line of
duty on Wednesday, February 11, 2015. Fu-
neral services will be held on Monday, Feb-
ruary 16, 2015 at 11:00 a.m. at the Macon
City Auditorium in Macon, Georgia.
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Lt. Parker was a native to Georgia and had
served as a firefighter with the Macon Bibb
County Fire Department since July 2, 1990.

In addition to risking his life everyday to
fight fires in the area, Lt. Parker was very ac-
tive in his community and went above and be-
yond to show his love and compassion for
those around him. He was heavily involved in
his church, Christ Chapel Sportstowne in
Macon, and also spent time doing work for
United Way, the American Cancer Society,
and the Macon Cherry Blossom Festival. He
was a loving family man to his wife and sons,
and his legacy will live on in the minds and
hearts of all those whose lives he touched in
Middle Georgia.

George Washington Carver once said, “No
individual has any right to come into the world
and go out of it without leaving behind him
distinct and legitimate reasons for having
passed through it.” Although his passing was
tragic and before his time, Lt. Parker proved to
us all what it truly means to be a hero. He left
this world doing what he loved most—serving
the people of Macon, Georgia. His impression
on this earth extends beyond himself to the
very wellbeing of the Macon community, and
for it he will be remembered by the community
for time to come.

Lt. Parker is survived by his beloved wife of
14 years, Sandie; sons, Andrew and Chandler;
mother and stepfather, Gwendolyn and Fred
Dixon; brother and sister-in-law, Marcus and
Teri Parker; and a host of other family mem-
bers and friends.

Mr. Speaker, my wife Vivian and I, along
with the more than 700,000 residents of Geor-
gia’s Second Congressional District salute Lt.
Randall E. Parker, Jr. for his exemplary serv-
ice to Macon, Georgia as a firefighter and for
the ultimate sacrifice he made in the line of
duty. | ask my colleagues in the House of
Representatives to join us in extending our
deepest sympathies to Lt. Parkers family,
friends and loved ones during this difficult
time. We pray that they will be consoled and
comforted by an abiding faith and the Holy
Spirit in the days, weeks and months ahead.

——————

NAACP ON ITS 106TH
ANNIVERSARY

HON. BARBARA LEE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 24, 2015

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, first, let me thank
Congressman AL GREEN, who served as presi-
dent of the Houston Branch of the NAACP for
more than 10 years, for hosting this important
Special Order. We appreciate your leadership
in coordinating this special order to honor the
106th Anniversary of the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP).

More than a century ago, the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored People
was founded in New York City. The month
was February and would later come to mark
Black History Month.

As a child of the Civil Rights Movement, |
witnessed firsthand the leadership of the
NAACP in fight for human rights. | vividly re-
member the role the NAACP played in shat-
tering segregation in my birthplace of El Paso,
Texas and in my personal life.
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